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more sincere. The book has for frontispiece a
good photograph of the author, and is intro-
duced by Mr. T. W. Rolleston, who describes
Miss O'Leary's connection with the Fenian
movement, and by Sir Charles Gavan Duffy,
who writes six pages of criticisms of the
poems.

Two books that have been lying on my
table several weeks are Poems, by John Fran-
cis O'Donnell, and Whisker! by Miss Wynne.
They differ in every way from the simple
ballads I have just been noticing. They are
elaborate, ornate and literary, and show a
strong influence from English writers. The
Southwark Irish Literary Club, who at great
labor have gathered together O'DonnelTs
poems from old magazines and newspapers,
must forgive my bracketing their bulky vol-
ume with Miss Wynne's little venture. I
know quite well that O'Donnell has stood the
test of time to some extent, for he died as long
ago as 1874, and that Miss Wynne is but a
writer of pretty, skilful and rather trivial
little verses. They both, however, belong to
the same school of Irish writers. Both have
read much English literature, and have taken
from it, rather than from their own minds and
the traditions of their own country, the man-
ner and matter of their poetry. They have